Following is the text of the joint Catholic-Orthodox declaration, approved
by Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople,
and read simultaneously at a public meeting of the Second Vatican Council
in Rome and at a special ceremony in Istanbul.

This declaration lifts the
exchange of mutual excommunications in 1054.
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A. They regret the offensive words, the reproaches without foundation,
and the reprehensible gestures which, on both sides, have marked or
accompanied the sad events of this period.

B. They likewise regret and remove both from memory and from the midst
of the Church the sentences of excommunication which followed these
events, the memory of which has influenced actions up to our day and has
hindered closer relations in charity; and they commit these
excommunications to oblivion.

C. Finally, they deplore the preceding and later vexing events which,
under the influence of various factors--among which, lack of
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understanding and mutual trust--eventually led to the effective rupture of

ecclesiastical communion.



